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CRITERIA FOR THE SELECTION OF RAPTORS TO BE FREE EXERCISE FLOWN 

FOR THE PURPOSES OF REHABILITATION 

Purpose 
To define the ethical selection criteria for injured or orphaned raptors, when considering free flying 
techniques for the rehabilitation and subsequent release of the bird into the wild environment. 
Under the RFAWA Code of Ethics, members using free flying techniques in the rehabilitation of raptors, 
are required to apply ethical selection criteria to prioritise the future wellbeing of the bird.  This process 
must be transparent and also meet the requirements of the current (and any future revision or 
replacement) DBCA document entitled ‘Code of Practice for Wildlife Rehabilitation in Western 
Australia’. 
 

Selection criteria 
Most raptors in care do not require, or may be unsuitable as candidates for rehabilitation via free 
exercise flying.  In all cases, the primary consideration is the individual raptor concerned, and if it will 
measurably benefit from being subjected to ‘hands-on’ operant conditioning training and free flying 
exercise techniques, compared with the possible benefits of other rehabilitation practices. When 
considering the future health and welfare of the bird, all options must be evaluated.   
 
To assess if a bird is suitable, we consider if it will derive measurable benefit from free-exercise, to the 
extent that it will, on completion of the program: 

 have increased its ability to survive in the wild environment when released and; 

 the welfare of the raptor will not be compromised in any way; and 

 the free flying rehabilitation process will inform education and or scientific study. 
 
If the answers to these questions is not an emphatic ‘Yes’, then other rehabilitation methods (if 
appropriate) or euthanasia should be considered. 
 

Skills and experience 
RFAWA rules state that to undertake the rehabilitation of a raptor using free flying techniques, the 
practitioner is required to: 

 complete an appropriate apprenticeship or;  

 be fully competent and can demonstrate the skills, ability and knowledge to rehabilitate the 
type of raptor concerned; and 

 is appropriately graded as qualified according to RFAWA membership categories 
 
Other than in exceptional circumstances, in the event that this is the first Australian raptor to be 
handled, managed, trained and free flown by the practitioner, a suitable mentor will be appointed.  The 
mentor will oversee the whole process in accordance with the rules and the RFAWA Code of Practice 
and ensure that the practitioner: 

 observes and complies with all relevant laws, regulations and licencing requirements;  

 has all the appropriate equipment, furniture and housing specific to the particular raptor, 
including an accurate weighing scale and access to (and suitable storage for) the relevant 
food types;  

 has access to a suitably qualified Veterinarian and; 

 has legal access to suitable private land for free flying. 
 
  



Record keeping and reporting 
The practitioner will submit a completed Raptor Report Form (part 1) within the required time frame 
and commit to completing and submitting Raptor Report Form (part 2) at the appropriate time.  
 
The Practitioner is required to securely attach a name or telephone number ID tag to the bird for the 
entire duration of the rehabilitation project and must comply with any other rules, laws and/or Code of 
Practice in relation to the use of radio telemetry or GPS tracking devices. 
 
Useful data collected from GPS tracking devices should be stored as it may inform the rehabilitation 
process, education and scientific studies. 
 

Assessment of progress 
The fitness progression of all raptors being free flown for rehabilitation should be continually assessed.  
When fitness levels (and hunting ability in the case of orphaned juveniles) are consistent with normal 
survival of that species in the wild environment, the raptor should be released in a suitable location. 
 

Release protocols 
The practitioner will give due consideration to all release protocols and expectations in accordance with 
Section 3.15 of the ‘Code of Practice for Wildlife Rehabilitation in Western Australia’ which are also 
detailed on the RFAWA Raptor Reporting Form (part 2). 
 

Raptors assessed as unsuitable for release 
The physical demands placed upon any raptor during free exercise flying may occasionally expose 
frailties and unsuitability for release back to the wild that may not have been obvious due to any other 
rehabilitation method.  In such cases an alternative course of action should be sought, including 
euthanasia. 
 
 
 



 


